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A Man, a Family Making a Difference 

“ Economic success and a fairy-tale wealth do not bring joy … Life has meaning only 

when one is sharing good fortune with others… All energy, expended for the sake of 

others, returns again.”    

These words are from Odyssey of Hope, written by Dr. Joseph 

Kazickas (with V. Bartusevicius). The book traces Dr. Kazickasô 

journey to America as a refugee from communist Lithuania in 1947 to 

where he is today ï entrepreneur, philanthropist, and citizen of both the 

Republic of Lithuania and the United States. He is truly a citizen of the 

world, with a keen appreciation of what it means to give back, be 

educated, and have a worldview.  

 
Dr. Kazickasô deep ties both to his countries and to his belief in fairy tales ï based on giving rather than on receiving 

ï led him to support ASSIST through the Kazickas Family Foundation. Through this partnership, he has been able to 

give back to deserving young people in Lithuania, and to school communities and families in the 

United States. Since 2004, 18 Kazickas Scholars have been named and have received scholarships 

to ASSIST member schools ï and as part of the matching 

grant, an additional 18 Lithuanians students were recruited 

and selected by ASSIST with funding from other donors. All 

36 students were chosen for the values they share with Dr. 

Kazickas ï values focused on education and understanding, high expectations, 

and making a positive difference in the lives of others. The Kazickas Scholars 

have proved to be a worthy investment, sharing their ñgood fortuneò as they 

accomplish, lead, and contribute. 

Having close ties to Yale University (PhD ô51), Dr. Kazickas recently 

established the Joseph P. Kazickas Fund at the University to support 

Lithuanian and Baltic Studies. Jurate Kazickas-Altman, President of the 

Foundation, invited Bob Stanley, ASSISTôs President, to attend a dinner in Dr. 

Kazickasô honor at Yale.                  

                           ASSIST Scholars, Dr. Kazickas, 

                                  U.S. Embassy Rep, Vilnius 2008 

Super Scholars Selected ï Class of 2011 

The ASSIST Class of 2010/11 will number 145 students from 20 sending countries who will attend 86 ASSIST 

member schools.  This year, we will receive our first Scholars from South Africa and Poland, as well as our second 

set of delegates from Israel and Palestine (Ramallah).  Selectivity is highly competitive, with only 10% of the more 

than 1,400 applicants chosen as ASSIST Scholars.  The effort extended by ASSIST to match students to schools 

receives close attention.  Marty Milne, Vice President for School and Family Relations, has done a superb job 

placing student Scholars and working closely with schools, host families and students.  Already the Class of 2011 is 

making its mark.  A Scholar from Hungary was just ranked 1
st
 in a national chemistry competition. 
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Board Profile ï A Woman Who Does it All! 
PIPPA BOND ô89, ASSIST Scholar, Attorney, Mother, Contributor, ASSIST Director  

Pippa Bond came to The Taft School in the fall of 1988 as one of the first ASSIST Scholars from Australia. After 

a short visit home, she returned to the U.S. to attend and graduate (Phi Beta Kappa) from Vassar College.  In 1998 

she completed her studies at New York University School of Law, where she again studied with distinction.  

Presently, Pippa is a partner at Proskauer Rose LLP in Los Angeles, specializing in corporate 

finance and securities.   

In April of 2009, Pippa was invited to become a member of the ASSIST Board.  Pippa is an 

enthusiastic supporter of ASSIST and brings to the Board a valued alumni and legal 

perspective.  She is looking forward to working with Robin Hursh (ASSIST past Host 

Family) to expand the number of ASSIST member schools in the L.A. area and find ways to 

create a network of area host families and alumni.  Pippa knows well 

that her year as an ASSIST Scholar was priceless.  That said, she knows that it does have a 

price tag.  ñAs beneficiaries,ò she writes, ñit is up to us as alumni to give a gift that, 

whatever the size, recognizes the life-transforming experience that ASSIST gave each of 

us.ò  Pippa, her husband, Stan Savage, and son, Eddie, have just welcomed Matilda 

(óTillyô pictured right) into their family.   

   

Saying Goodbye, A Year Goes by in a Flash!  

REFLECTIONS FROM THE ASSIST CLASS OF 2009/10  

One ASSIST alumna remarked that it was even harder to say goodbye to her year in America than it was to leave 

home, given the new friends made, travels, achievements, being part of a school community, and finding the 

comfort of being with a host family.  There hasnôt been a member of the Class of 2010 who hasnôt said, ñThank you 

ASSIST,ò for the chance to discover the world, another culture and themselves.   

Hannah Jenderek (Brentwood School, Germany) wrote, ñIôm so proud to be a member of the ASSIST family.ò  

She thanks ASSIST for ñhelping her realize her biggest dreams and hopes.ò 

Egle Vasiliauskaite (Lithuania, St. Lukeôs School) wrote just before completing her 

year, ñIt seems that just yesterday I was waiting with my friends for a flight to Boston!  

Now I am already preparing for the end of the school year. Who could believe time was 

going to pass by so quickly?  But perhaps I didn't feel the flow of time, because the last 

seven months were full of challenges, new experiences, adventures and boundless joy. 

This year gave me more than I could have ever wished.  My achievements gave me 

confidence.ò 

Zimo Yan (Episcopal Academy, China) remarked that one of the biggest differences between her school in China 

and her school here is the freedom given students and the amount of individual attention received.  She mentioned 

two teachers, in particular, with teaching styles that were distinctly American ï one who invited students to explore 

different ways to solve problems, and the other who made ñsolving a math problem the most fun thing in life.ò  She 

made many friends during her year which gave her ña different view about relationships between people of different 

cultures.ò  She was emphatic in saying that ASSIST has changed her life. Zimo thanks ñASSIST for giving me the 

chance.ò 

Julius Kernback (Germany, pictured to the left, violin); 

and Steven Zweifel (Germany, cello player to the right), 

were members of the Wyoming Seminary Orchestra.  They 

will miss the school, and the school will miss them! 

Tilman Kemper (Canterbury School, Germany) had the 

opportunity to spend 10 days with his host family on the 

Caribbean Island of St. Vincent on a medical mission trip.   
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Jaime Sanchez (Galloway School, Spain) spent his spring vacation doing 

service work in Nicaragua.  His Spanish was especially useful as he helped 

out in several health clinics doing eye tests and helping to give out glasses.  

In addition to his work in several clinics, he helped some villagers build a 

small house.  The trip made him realize how lucky he is.  ñBut I didnôt feel 

like the Nicaraguan people were sad é even though they donôt have nearly 

as much as I do é they are happy with what they have.ò 
 

 

Both James Manning (Williston-Northampton, Australia) and Tracy Wang (Waterford School, China) have shared 

their Chapel talks (see Class Notes).  Tracy sums up the general sentiment of so many in the ASSIST class of 

2009/10:  ñThank you, ASSIST, for accepting me. Without ASSIST and Waterford, I would never have this amazing 

chance. I also want to give my thanks to my three host families. And to everyone who smiled at me, who said hi to 

me, and who answered my language questions with patience. This has been a truly amazing year!ò  

 

 

To the Class of 2010, ASSIST wishes you 

well and looks forward to hearing from 

you.  You are all champions! 

 

 

Alumni Events 

GERMANY  

MUNICH 

Munich area alumni met on April 29
th

 at the Pinakothek der Moderne 

for a tour of the museum, led by ASSIST alumna Dr. Zenia Riemann 

ô91, Westtown School.  Katrina Harnacke ô06, Princeton Day 

School, and Anne Kolb ô09, Lake Forest Academy, organized the 

event.  They join our ranks of star volunteers.  Their enthusiasm and 

their effort to organize gatherings are deeply appreciated. ASSIST 

alumni share a special bond.  Their lives and their careers continue to 

intertwine.  With a new worldwide directory (under development), 

connecting and collaborating should be far easier.  Mr. Richard R. 

Montague, long time supporter of ASSIST, attended the event.  He 

was as equally impressed by the alumni present as he was by the art.   

 

 

UNIT ED STATES 

AMHERST, MA   

On April 12
th

 Bob Stanley had the pleasure of dining with three 

ASSIST alumni in Amherst.   Featured to the left are:  Aleksandra 

Brezar ô02, Bosnia, Albuquerque Academy, and his wife; Angela 

Wang ô08, China, the Chadwick School; and An Vo ô07, Vietnam, 

Brentwood School. 
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CAMBRIDGE, MA 
On April 8

th
, a robust crowd met in Cambridge.  Bob Stanley attended the gathering hosted by ASSIST Vice 

President Meg Moulton.  Everyone enjoyed their time together sharing stories and steps after ASSIST.  Two alumni 

are still in college (Harvard University, Wellesley College) and the 

remainder are in graduate and residency programs in Cambridge or the 

Boston area.  Holger Wilms hopes to get the group together again soon, 

whether it is a Red Sox game at Fenway Park or a canoe ride down the 

Concord River.  From left to right:  Vicky Nikolova ô04, Bulgaria, 

Northfield Mt. Hermon School; Zofia Schweger ô06, Hungary, The 

Masters School;  Tatiana Popa ô08, Moldova, Hebron Academy;  Jan 

Laskowski ô02, Germany, Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School; Bob Stanley 

(ASSIST President), Eugen Taso ô01, Croatia, Hotchkiss School; Meg 

Moulton (ASSIST Vice President), Zuzana Tothova ô96, Slovakia, 

Montclair Kimberly Academy; Clara Zverina ô99, Germany, Northfield 

Mt. Hermon School; and Holger Wilms ô99, Germany,  Providence Day School. 

 

 

NEW HAVEN, CT  

Bob Stanley hosted a dinner in New Haven for ASSIST alumni currently 

attending Yale University and Wesleyan University.  Pictured at the dinner from 

left to right are: ASSIST President Bob Stanley, Vera Wünsche ô06, Germany, 

Chatham Hall; Marta Pisarczyk ô05, Germany, St. Paul's School; Haib Zhao 

ô06, China, Indian Springs School; and René Bystron ô06, Czech Republic, 

Lawrenceville School. 

 

SWEDEN  

On May 2
nd

, parents of newly selected ASSIST scholars met with two 

alumni, Emelie ter Schiphorst ô08 Kents Hill School (far left) and Erik 

Segerborg ô03,  Brentwood School (to Emelieôs right).  Not surprisingly, 

there were a number of questions to which Emelie and Erik responded 

beautifully.  Coffee and cake were enjoyed by all.  Parents left just as 

excited as their sons and daughters about the ASSIST year and Orientation 

in August. 

 

 

 

So Many Ways to Show Your Appreciation 

ANNUAL FUND GIVING OPPORTUNITY 

Why the smiles, Mr. and Mrs. Montague?  Theyôve just made 

their gift to the ASSIST Annual Fund. Perhaps you might feel 

the same way (even after a 430 km cross-country ski through the 

Finnish Lapland) if you made your contribution.  Every gift 

matters.  We are counting on those who have experienced first-

hand the gift of ASSIST.  Mr. Montague sees it in his step-son 

(Achim von Klitzing ô85, Milton Academy) and in his work 

supporting ASSIST in Germany.   
 

ASSIST is dependent on gifts to the Annual Fund to recruit, select, orient and support its Scholars. Gifts each year 

account for approximately 33% of ASSISTôs net revenue. So we urge you to think, as do Mr. and Mrs. Montague, of 
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your gift as an annual investment.  Each year you contribute to the Annual Fund helps to support a Scholar with a 

gift that lasts a life time.  One gift received deserves another given. 

HOW MANY ANNUAL FUND GIFTS DOES ASSIST NEED? 

 

 One.  We need yours!  Why support ASSIST? 

1) ASSIST is worthy of your support 

2) ASSIST receives no government funding 

3) Join the circle ï you benefited - make the experience possible for others 

4) ASSIST changes lives ï including yours 

5) Gifts to the Annual Fund help keep program costs down and fees low 

6) Funds are needed to build a worldwide alumni network  
 

 

As a member of the Class of 2009/10 recently expressed, the 

ASSIST family can all play a role in ómaking a dream come 

true.ô  Information about making a contribution can be found at 

http://tinyurl.com/assistmakeagift.  German citizens should note the tax benefits 

available with single gifts that benefit both ASSIST and the ASSIST Förderverein. The Annual Fund concludes 

June 30
th

.  Every euro given is a euro that is spent wisely.   

 

 

Alumni Acknowledgements & Announcements  

WINNING AND WILLING VOLUNTEERS 

ASSIST Class Agents in Germany (Class of 1971) - Karl-Heinz Fruth (Suffield Academy) and Christoph 

Schultze (St. James School) - have been working hard to reconnect with members of their class and encourage their 

participation in the Annual Fund.  We congratulate them for making contact by monthôs end with all 19 members of 

ASSISTôs second class.  ASSIST is looking forward to extending the Class Agent structure to countries beyond 

Germany.  Closer contact with classmates and a worldwide alumni on-line directory (to debut this year) will help to 

strengthen the ASSIST family.   Interested in being a Class Agent?  Please contact Eleanore Boyse, Director of 

Alumni Relations, at eboyse@assist-inc.org. 

 

EISENHOWER FELLOW OPPORTUNITY ï ASSIST ALUMNI AGES 32 - 45 

The Eisenhower Foundationôs Multi-Nation Fellowship Program will 

be reviewing candidates in June for the selection of its 2011 Fellows.  

The opportunity is a seven-week professional/leadership development 

program available to individuals who have demonstrated potential for 

advanced leadership and positive impact in their home countries.  It includes approximately five weeks of 

individually planned meetings and events throughout the U.S. and group activities with other Fellows.  The latter 

consists of an Opening Seminar, a mid-program retreat at the Grand Canyon, and a Closing Seminar.  For more 

information:   http://tinyurl.com/2b8c8u9. 

 

 
Join ASSIST on Facebook.  Already, we have almost 1,000 friends, and that number is 

growing daily!   

http://tinyurl.com/assistmakeagift
../../Documents%20and%20Settings/Meg/My%20Documents/ASSIST/%20eboyse@assist-inc.org
http://tinyurl.com/2b8c8u9
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Mark your Calendar 
ASSIST DATES TO REMEMBER  

 

2010 
August 20-24,  Orientation, Pomfret School, CT 
October 8 -10  ASSIST Board Meeting, Windsor, CT 

September 30 ï October 2 ASSIST Workshop, Secondary School Admissions Test Board (SSATB), Boston, MA  

December 2-4  ASSIST Workshop, Association of Boarding Schools (TABS), Baltimore, MD 

2011 
February 23-24  ASSIST Workshop, National Association of Independent Schools (NAIS,) Baltimore, MD 

 

                      If you will be in any of the mentioned areas, please write us!  meg@assist-inc.org 

Link to Calendar on the ASSIST website 

Class Notes 

Click on Class Year to navigate to full class notes (www.assist-inc.org/alumni). We welcome your news.  Please 

send e-mails to us at ASSIST@assist-inc.org (subject line, Class Notes). 

 

CLASS OF 2009/10 
Kristya Cermakova, White Mountain School 

Hannah Jenderek, Brentwood School 

Shan Jian, Episcopal School of Dallas 

Tillman Kemper, Canterbury School 

James Manning, Williston-Northampton School 

Martina Mihulkova, Phillips Exeter Academy 

Egle Vasiliauskaite, St. Lukeôs School 

Chen Wang, St. Albans School 

Tracy Wang, Waterford School 

Zimo Yan, Episcopal Academy 

 
CLASS OF 2008/09 
Huanmin Hu, St. Georgeôs School 

Maria Mugica Lecuona, Hotchkiss School 

Ugne Mitrikeviciute, Episcopal High School 

 

CLASS OF 2007/08 
Lukas Bielski, Viewpoint School 

Maximilian Klingebiel, McCallie School 

Simon Kock, St. Andrewôs-Swanee School 

Karoline Metzger, Hockaday School 

Jens Orben, Cranbrook School 

 

CLASS OF 2005/06 
Dung Bui, Overlake School 

Gediminas Ramanaukas, Park Tudor School 

 

CLASS OF 2003/04 

Konul Amrahova, Chatham Hall 

Tina Ertel, Northfield-Mt. Hermon School 

Henning Greiser, Catlin-Gables School 

Sven Kammerer, Suffield Academy 

Svjetlana Stamnic, North Shore Country Day School 

 

CLASS OF 1999/00 
Juliane Kellner, Wyoming Seminary 

 

CLASS OF 1996/97 
Maximilian De Bucourt, South Kent School 

Sven Kurvers, Solebury School 

Dr. Michael Masling, Christ School 

 

CLASS OF 1995/96  
Christian Hanisch, Wyoming Seminary 

 

CLASS OF 1994/95 
Susanne Lingohr, Westover School 

 

CLASS OF 1991/92 
Christian Florkemeir, Oregon Episcopal School 

 

CLASS OF 1989/90 
Christian Burgsmueller, Canterbury School 

 

CLASS OF 1987/88 
Stephan Linskey, Solebury School 

 

CLASS OF 1986/87 
Marckus Zils, Shipley School 

 

CLASS OF 1985/86 
Julia Mende Hof, Stoneleigh-Burnham School 

 

CLASS OF 1983/84 
Ina Hadshiew, Verde Valley School 

 

CLASS OF 1982/83 
Boris Starck, Suffield Academy 

 

CLASS OF 1970/71 
Carola von Herder, MacDuffie School 

Dieter Gruschwitz, New Hampton School 

 

This newsletter will be published throughout the year.  Articles and notes welcomed! 

 meg@assist-inc.org 
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