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Doers, Leaders, Contributors 

ASSIST RETURNS TO ROMANIA  

We are pleased to announce that the Dinu Patriciu Foundation has made a commitment 

to fund three students from Romania who ñpossess a pronounced spirit of initiative, an 

outstanding civic consciousness, and a genuine sense of social responsibility.ò  We canôt 

think of a description that better fits our ASSIST Scholars.  Our first ASSIST/Dinu 

Patriciu Scholars will be arriving this fall.  

They will continue the tradition begun by 38 

ASSIST Romanian alumni funded by Sorosô 

Open Society Institute between 1992 and 2001.  

Dinu Patriciu is a successful and well-respected businessman and 

philanthropist in Romania with a deep commitment to his countryôs 

future.  His Foundation was formed with the expressed purpose of 

creating positive change in his country through education. For more 

information:   http://fundatiadinupatriciu.ro/en/programul-de-schimb-

assist-fdp 

We have Ioana Niculcea, Mercersburg Academy ô01 to thank for 

connecting ASSIST to the foundation and opening doors for other young 

scholars in Romania to have an ASSIST experience ï an experience that changed her life and one that she is 

confident will do so for others. We are deeply indebted both to the Foundation and to Ioana. 

ALUMNI HONORS 

Vaclav Havel Library Prize  - In late November, former Czech president 

Vaclav Havel gave the V. Havel Library prize for the best student essay to 

Krystof Vosatka, Northfield Mount Hermon ô09 and the English College in 

Prague, for his work, Boredom on Earth.  Krystof expressed great humility 

about receiving the award and his deep gratitude to ASSIST and to Northfield 

Mount Hermon School.  ñThe truth is,ò he wrote, ñthat the ASSIST experience 

is hugely responsible for my motivation and academic success now, and NMH 

was the most fruitful year of my life.ò  Kystofôs essay can be read online at:  

www.rferl.org/content/Boredom_On_Earth_/1915760.html 

Marina Csermely, Wyoming Seminary ô06, won a place in the General Electric 

Foundationôs Scholar & Leaders Program.  GE, with the help of the Institute of 

International Education, selects 10-15 students from four countries (The Czech Republic, 

Hungary, Poland, and Romania) in their second year of university and studying 

economics, management, engineering or technology.  The program is designed to support students as they develop 

their human capacity and leadership potential.  In addition to the scholarship, winners are able to develop insight 

into GEôs operations and leadership during program. They have the unique opportunity to spend an entire day with 

a GE manager and are invited to participate in meetings and discussion.  

Dr. Carla Kriwet , Kimball Union ô88, from The Linde Group, has been honored with the 

Career of the Year 2009 award in Cologne.  The award recognizes outstanding young 

professionals of the German economy.  Currently, Carla is the head of the healthcare division of 

The Linde Group.  A juror in her selection noted that ñher positive attitude, her good mix of 

analytical thinking and é intuition has earned her the reputation of a forward-facing leader.ò  

Carla is responsible for 1,650 employees in 17 countries and a budget of half a billion Euro.  

She is the mother of three children.  Our congratulations, Carla! More detail about the award 

can be found at:  http://tinyurl.com/yhp7uz3  

Reception in Bucharest hosted by The 

Foundation and ASSIST 

http://fundatiadinupatriciu.ro/en/programul-de-schimb-assist-fdp
http://fundatiadinupatriciu.ro/en/programul-de-schimb-assist-fdp
http://www.rferl.org/content/Boredom_On_Earth_/1915760.html
http://tinyurl.com/yhp7uz3
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L IFE AFTER ASSIST 

From the time she was a little girl in Hermeskeil, Germany, Pia Bungarten, Suffield Academy ô75, 

was fascinated by American history.  When her sister looked into ASSIST, Pia jumped at the 

opportunity and attended Suffield Academy (CT).  After going home to complete her secondary 

studies, she returned to the U.S. to attend Amherst College and then pursued her Masterôs degree in 

American studies at the University of Munich.  She came back to the U.S. for a Masterôs degree in 

public administration at Harvardôs Kennedy School of Government.  Pia has spent her professional 

career working for the Friedrich Ebert Foundation (http://www.fesdc.org/ ), a German foundation with 

interests in the political side of international development.  After a few years in New York, Thailand, 

and Berlin, Pia and her family are now in Washington, DC, where she is an administrator of the foundation.  Piaôs 

experience as an ASSIST scholar has been central to her life experience to date.   

 

Making History 

Thanks to our hardworking Res Nostra team in Germany, copies of the 

ASSIST history were mailed to alumni throughout Europe. As you can 

see from the picture to the left, it was no small task!  A special thanks to 

Hartmut Wiedenmann.  The history lived in his basement for a number 

of weeks, and he hosted a packing and mailing party. If you have not 

received a copy, it is because we need 

your current address.  Please contact 

Director of Alumni Relations 

Eleanore Boyse at eboyse@assist-

inc.org. 

Marina Tataram , Annie Wright ô96, 

received her copy of the ASSIST 

history and remarked (voiced also by 

others) that it was her ñmost 

cherished Christmas present.ò  She 

was reminded of the spirit that threads through the history of ASSIST 

and through the lives of its alumni ï a commitment to internationalism, a 

premium placed on scholarship, and a motivation to contribute and 

succeed.  Marina received her Bachelorsô degrees from the University of 

Bucharest in Political Science and Mathematical Theory and is now working on her Ph.D. while lecturing at the 

University. 

 

Profile:  Richard Hall - Global Citizen, ASSIST Board Chair  

Dick Hall was elected to the ASSIST Board in 1983, led the 

Committee on Directors and the Long Range Planning Committee, and 

in 2005 became Chair of the Board. During his forty-seven year career, 

he has served as head at North Shore Country Day School, the 

International School of Brussels, and Washington International School 

and was also affiliated with the Experiment for International Living 

and the American Field Service. While a trustee of The National 

Association of Independent Schools, Dick chaired its Global Initiatives 

Task Force, charged with encouraging independent schools to be more 

intentionally international. Over his years with ASSIST he has been a 

member of its interview teams in Germany and in eastern and central 

Europe.  Upon retirement (2007), Dick authored the history of ASSIST.  Asked why he has been involved for so 

long with ASSIST, he replied:  "For more than 40 years, ASSIST Scholars have been integral to schools who have 

sought to institutionalize an international dimension.  It is a source of enormous pride to all of us involved that the 

name ASSIST has become synonymous in the independent school world with the highest quality of experience for 

both the scholars and their schools.  We know with certainty that today's scholars will be tomorrow's leaders and 

that our mission to promote a more peaceful world has never been more critical."  

http://www.fesdc.org/
../../AppData/Local/Temp/Temp1_100316MarchNewsletter1-3%20doc.zip/eboyse@assist-inc.org.
../../AppData/Local/Temp/Temp1_100316MarchNewsletter1-3%20doc.zip/eboyse@assist-inc.org.
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Alumni Events 

GERMANY  

Our German alumni have been active and helping to set the pace in social and professional networking and in raising funds to 

make the ASSIST experience possible for the next generation of German scholars.  Res Nostra had its annual Christmas party 

in Cologne. It was enjoyed by all.  Subsequent gatherings were held in Munich, Bielefeld, and Berlin.  Eleanore Boyse, 

Director of Alumni Relations, remains ASSISTôs enthusiastic staff member with a keen focus on Germany. 

AN EVENT EXTRAORDINAIRE IN BERLIN  

On February 9th, ASSIST alumni and friends met at 

the Bundeskanzleramt in Berlin for a reception 

hosted by Dr . Christoph Heusgen, National 

Security Advisor to Chancellor Angela Merkel, and 

his colleague, Dr. Claudia Stutz.   Over 170 guests 

attended this remarkable event despite the bitter 

cold weather and mountains of snow and ice. Dr. 

Heusgen, Western Reserve Academy ô72, opened 

the evening with reminiscences about his days as an 

ASSIST Scholar and praised the outstanding role 

ASSIST plays in promoting German-American 

relations.  Dr. Stutz, Suffield Academy ô94, 

Notetaker for the German Cabinet, organized the 
event.  We are in their debt. 

  

RECEPTIONS IN M UNICH &  BIELEFELD    The 

Munich Regional Alumni Group (organized by 

Anne Kolb, Lake Forest Academy ô99, and Katrina Harnacke , Princeton Day School ô06, came together for a tour of the 

Alten Pinakothek Gallery in December followed in January by a dinner gathering at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Richard 

Montague, longtime supporters of ASSIST and parents of Joachim von Klitzing, Milton Academy ô86.  Stephan Krebs, 

University School ô79, held a dinner for a group of local alumni in Bielefeld. 

 Dinner hosted by the Montagues in honor of Bob 

Stanley  (left)             

 Tour of the Alten Pinakotek Gallery (right)          

                        

                              
                                   

 

 

 

Dinner hosted by Stephen & Alexa Krebs in 

Bielefeld  (right) 

 

RECEPTION IN SPAIN   A reception was held in Madrid for parents, alumni and ASSIST 

staff as Bob Stanley traveled through Spain interviewing students for the upcoming 

academic year.  (right) 

 

 

 

 

RECEPTION IN SAN FRANCISCO   Alumni joining ASSIST in San Francisco were 

Vanessa Moll, Wilbraham and Monson ô92, Antje Kann , Hotchkiss ô84, and Tiho 

Nedkov, Catlin Gable School ô96.  Pictured also is Meg Moulton (ASSIST VP), 

Dick Hall (ASSIST Chairman), Bob Stanley (ASSIST President) and to the far right 

is Bruce Stewart, former head of Sidwell Friends School (DC) and a keen supporter 

of ASSIST.  
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ASSIST Travels 
12 COUNTRIES IN JANUARY , FEBRUARY 2010 

ASSIST interview teams crisscrossed Europe and Africa in January 2010 to interview the finalists identified in each 

countryôs scholarship competition. Countries visited included: Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Germany, 

Hungary, Lithuania, Moldova, Slovakia, South Africa, Spain, and Sweden.  A special note of thanks to ASSIST Board 

members who were a part of the interview teams ï Dick Hall , Jack Eidam, Skip Mattoon, Woody Rutter, Ferdie 

Wandelt, and Dale Wentz.  In February, ASSIST (Bob Stanley) traveled to Romania to interview candidates to 

become our first ASSIST/Dinu Patriciu Scholars. 

L ITHUANIA  
ASSIST alumni, Marty Milne , Woody Rutter, Zenonas Bedalis, and 

others were honored by the presence of the U.S. Ambassador to 

Lithuania, Anne E. Derse, and her daughter Jane, at the Kazickas home 

in Vilnius on Saturday, January 16th, 2010.  Ambassador Derse impressed 

the group with an opening speech spoken in fluent Lithuanian, as well as 

her interest in the lives of the ASSIST alumni in attendance. She 

commented that she was particularly impressed with the number of 

alumni who are working on higher degrees, and the many others who 

have found successful careers in Lithuania and are on their way to being 

future leaders in their country. Ambassador Derse is a strong advocate of 

cultural exchange and promises to be an advocate for the ASSIST 

program in any way possible during her tenure in Lithuania. 
Ambassador Derse, center, with the reception attendees  

ASSIST Director Woody Rutter and VP of School and Family 

Relations Marty Milne  were the guests of honor at a roundtable 

discussion at the Lithuanian Ministry of Education, addressing 

current issues and trends in U.S. and Lithuanian education (picture 

to the right). Woody and Marty presented to a group of 50 people, 

including the Minister and Vice Minister of Education, deputy 

ministers, as well as administrators and teachers from schools 

throughout Lithuania. Alumnae Egle Prakaitaite, Mercersburg 

Academy ô09 and Egle Blekaityte, The Williston Northampton 

School ô08, served as translators and as wonderful advocates for the 

ASSIST program. The session proved to be an opportunity to spread 

the word about ASSIST and to exchange ideas about educational 

programming. 

GERMANY  
The ASSIST interviewing team (viewed to the left) interviewed 144 

candidates in Düsseldorf in a span of four days.  Marty Milne, Vice 

President for School and Family Relations, observed: ñWe continue to 

see strong pools of candidates in Germany each year, and word about 

the ASSIST program is clearly spreading as we are seeing candidates 

from a variety of regions throughout Germany.ò Marty went on to say 

that: ñThe German ASSIST students continue to be wonderful citizens, 

scholars, and ambassadors at their host schools in the U.S., making it 

possible for future ASSIST scholars to attend these schools.ò Special 

thanks to Rosemarie Wegner, Anke Fourmont, Ferdie Wandelt, and 

Dale Wentz (the latter two are ASSIST Board members) as well as to 

alumni and former parent volunteers for contributing to the success of 

our interview week. 

ASSIST School Membership  

We are pleased to announce that ASSIST school membership has grown from 77 member schools in 2009/10 to 84 

schools for 2010/11. We are fortunate that, even in these challenging economic times,independent schools are still 

committed to creating diverse student populations and further globalizing their school communities. We would like to 

welcome our new members for 2010/11: Colorado Rocky Mountain School, Miss Porterôs School, The Bear 

Creek School, Hawken School, Haverford School, Potomac School, Latin School of Chicago, The Bush School, 

Emma Willard School, Chatham Hall, Greenhill School, Brunswick School, Pennington School, and The Shipley 

School. 
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Reporting Back from the Front Lines  
THE ASSIST CLASS OF 2009/10  

We have heard from many in the Class in the last few month, including Marta Bayarte, Hayden Burch, Maria Dokova, 

Hannah Jenderek, Shan Jiang, Christoph Koch, Lucia Krcmeryova, Yifan Lu, Julia Reszel, Adel Ruza, Bach-Huy 

Tran, Egle Vasiliauskaite, Chen Wang, and Lee Beck.  Their individual reports can be found in the Class Notes section of 

this newsletter.  Perhaps Hayden Burch captured the spirit of many when he wrote, ñeverything is awesome.ò  Several 

reported now dreaming in English.   

 

 

So Many Ways to Show Your Appreciation 
ANNUAL FUND GIVING OPPORTUNITY  

ñMy ASSIST year was the best year in my life (so far) and I am forever thankful for ASSISTôs belief in me and for 

giving me the chance to experience such a tremendous place as Wyoming Seminary.  Know that I will give back in the 

best possible way as soon as I have the chance to do so.  It is very important for me to give back to the people that have 

helped me in life.ò  Marcus Risland, Wyoming Seminary ô08, Sweden   

Our alumni give back in a variety of ways:   

> Ioana Niculcea ô01 put us in touch with the Dinu Patriciu Foundation, and thanks to her connection, 

three Romanian students will have an ASSIST year in 2010/11.   

> Res Nostra alumni helped package over 2,000 volumes of the ASSIST history. 

> Dr. Christoph Heusgen ô72 and Dr. Claudia Stutz ô94 hosted an alumni reception at the 

Bundeskanzleramt in Berlin, and Mr. and Mrs. Richard Montague and Stephan Krebs ô79 opened 

their homes for alumni gatherings. 

> Tihomir Nedkov ô96 is one of several who doubled their gifts through company matches. 

> Over 500 alumni have shared their news, accomplishments, and company with us over the last two 

years and have taken part in our world-wide network ï all of which add value and visibility to ASSIST 
 

There are financial realities that challenge ASSISTôs ability to continue to serve and maintain its high standard of 

excellence and program. In our first full year of a formal Annual Fund campaign, we are beginning to see appreciation 

translated into a financial contribution to ASSIST.   Alumni support is vital to the organization continuing to select 

scholars, match them to their schools, and maintain meaningful relationships with the ASSIST community around the 

world.  As over 40% of our budget revenue is derived from donations, alumni participation is critical to ASSISTôs 

well-being. 

As a member of the Class of 2009/10 recently expressed, alumni can play a role in ómaking a dream come true.ô So we 

ask our alumni, parents, and friends to consider the value of their ASSIST experience and its value to a future scholar 

from their country.  Information about making a contribution can be found at http://tinyurl.com/assistmakeagift.  

German citizens should note the tax benefits available with single gifts that benefit both ASSIST and the ASSIST 

Förderverein. The Annual Fund concludes June 30th.  Every euro given is a euro that is spent wisely.  Not a penny is 

wasted! 

 

 

Mark your Calendar 
ASSIST DATES TO REMEMBER  

 

2010 

April 8  Alumni Reception, Cambridge, MA 

April   Alumni Reception, New Haven CT 

May 2  Alumni Reception, Washington DC 

May    Alumni Reception, New York, New York 

  

All are welcomed.  If you will be in any of the mentioned areas, please write us!  meg@assist-inc.org 

 

http://tinyurl.com/assistmakeagift
mailto:meg@assist-inc.org
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Alumni Announcements & ASSIST Staff News 
 
Stephan Jacob, Lake Forest Academy ô98 enjoyed the ASSIST alumni reception held in New 

York City this fall. Stephan is currently at the Lauder Institute (Wharton School, University of 

Pennsylvania).  He wrote to inform us of an entrepreneurial project he started with an Ecuadorian 

partner.  They are delivering superior quality roses, that are Rainforest certified, directly to the 

U.S. (avoiding the middlemen).  They are working directly with student groups as part of 

fundraisers and have met with great success ï providing beautiful roses at a very reasonable price.  

If interested, please contact Stephan at jacos@wharton.upenn.edu 

 

Rosemarie Wegner, ASSIST Country Coordinator in Germany, and Eleanore 

Boyse, ASSIST Director of Alumni Relations, enjoying Carneval in Dusseldorf.    

 

 

Class Notes 
Click on Class Year to navigate to full class notes (www.assist-inc.org/alumni). We welcome your news.  Please send e-

mails to us at ASSIST@assist-inc.org (subject line, Class Notes). 

CLASS OF 2009/10 
Marta Bayarte, Sante Fe Prep  

Lee Beck, Culver Academies 

Hayden Burch, Trinity Preparatory School 

Marie Dokovova, Salem Academy 

Shan Jiang, Episcopal School of Dallas 

Christoph Koch, Christ School 

Lucia Krcmeryova, St. Andrewôs Sewanee School 

Yifan L iu, Washington International School 

Julia Reszel, St. Timothyôs School 

Adel Ruza, Wayland Academy 

Martina Tampir , Hebron Academy 

Bach-Huy Tr an, St. Andrewôs School 

Egle Vasiliauskaite, St. Lukeôs School 
Chen Wang, St. Albans School 

 
CLASS OF 2008/09 
Paulius Vaidziulis, Fountain Valley School 

 CLASS OF 2007/08 

Axel Arheden, Community School of Naples 

Fritzi Reuter , Francis Parker School 
Marcus Risland, Wyoming Seminary 

CLASS OF 2006/07 
An Vo, Brentwood School 

CLASS OF 2005/06 

Michal  Krcmery , Episcopal High School 

CLASS OF 2003/04 

Christina Hoffmann , Wyoming Seminary 

Dimitar Milenkov , Deerfield Academy 

 CLASS OF 2001/02 

Angelika Hoffmann, Northwood School 

 

CLASS OF 2000/01 

Matthias Schneider, Canterbury School 

CLASS OF 1997/98 
Clemens Otto, Fountain Valley School 

 CLASS OF 1996/97   

Eleanora Botar, Wyoming Seminary 
Anke (Laube) Erler, Lancaster Country Day 

CLASS OF 1995/96 

Tiho Nedkov, Caitlin Gabel School 

Marina Elena Tataram, Annie Wright School 

CLASS OF 1993/94 

Robert Leskovec, St. Andrewôs-Sewanne School 

Dr. Moritz von Schlabrendorff, Northfield Mount 

Hermon School 

CLASS OF 1991/92 

Antje Kann , Hotchkiss School 

Vanessa Moll, Wilbraham & Monson Academy 

CLASS OF 1990/91 

Thomas Reiter, Hebron Academy 

CLASS OF 1989/90 

Dr. Alexander Peinze, Shipley School 

CLASS OF 1988/89 

Thomas Weitkamp, Oak Grove Coburn School 

CLASS OF 1987/88 

Dr. Patrick Schmitz-Morkramer,  St. Andrewôs-
Sewanne School 

CLASS OF 1983/84 

Sebastian Rakob, The Taft School

 

 

This newsletter will be published throughout the year. 

Articles and notes welcomed! 

meg@assist-inc.org 

 

mailto:jacos@wharton.upenn.edu
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401505
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401508&Live=yes
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401561
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401567
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401552
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401558
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401581
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401564
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401578
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401511
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401555
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401575
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401512
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401529
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401574
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401573
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401513
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401570
mailto:meg@assist-inc.org

