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Doers, Leaders, Contributors 
PROFILING MEMBERS OF THE ASSIST FAMILY  

ASSIST ALUMNA : BISHOP MARGOT KAESSMANN Å HOTCHKISS SCHOOL ô75 

The ASSIST Family sends it congratulations and best wishes 

to one of our own, Rev. Margot 

Kaessmann, ASSIST Class of 1974/75 

(Hotchkiss School, CT), Bishop of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

Hanover. Bishop Kaessmann was elected by a resounding 

majority to chair the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). 

As such, she is the highest representative of Germanyôs 25 

million Protestants. Bishop Kaessmann is the first woman to 

hold this position, as well as the youngest. 

Of her experience with ASSIST, Bishop Kaessmann recently 

wrote, ñI owe a lot to ASSIST. The year abroad widened my 

horizon immensely. I would not have studied theology without that experience, and my facility in English 

made engagement in international church bodies possible. In my biography, I wrote that the chance 

ASSIST gave me was life changing. I would not be where I am now without that experience." 

ASSIST President Bob Stanley commented, ñWe are proud that Bishop Kaessmann's leadership, hard work 

and achievements have been recognized in this special way. As we reconnect with alumni around the 

world, we are enthused to learn of their life achievements and are humbled that their ASSIST experience 

played so decisive a role in their development. We wish Bishop Kaessmann well as she takes up her new 

leadership responsibilities.ò 
 

 

ASSIST BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  DR. ANDREW WOODEN  

Andrew Wooden, Bosque Schoolôs Head and an ASSIST Board Member, was awarded 

an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters from the Berkeley Divinity School at Yale 

University. Wooden accepted the honor at a formal ceremony on the Yale campus on 

October 14, 2009. The citation read, in part, ñTherefore, we honor you and your work in 

the education of the next generations, and especially your energy and creativity in 

keeping moral education in the forefront of their formative experiences. Because your 

example and accomplishments exemplify the commitment of Berkeley Divinity School at 

Yale to public service, moral formation of youth, and excellence in moral education, the 

Board of Trustees is honored to bestow upon you the degree Doctor of Humane Letters, 

honoris causa.ò  

Andrewôs acceptance speech can be appreciated in its entirety at http://www.assist-

inc.org/index.cfm/pk/view/cd/NAA/cdid/401539/pid/400672 

 
 

http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm/pk/view/cd/NAA/cdid/401539/pid/400672
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm/pk/view/cd/NAA/cdid/401539/pid/400672
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Reporting Back from the Front Lines  
THE ASSIST CLASS OF 2009/10  

REMEMBER WHEN? 

Does your ASSIST year seem like only 

yesterday ï or a very long time ago? We have 

heard from a number of this yearôs ASSIST 

scholars. Their bottom line: ñAwesome!ò For 

news of the Class of 2009/10, see the Class 

Notes Page that begins in this e-newsletter and 

continues on our web site. Reminders of the 

2009 ASSIST Orientation found at: 

http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm/pk/content/pid/400841 

2009/10 SCHOLARS MEET IN DC 

ASSIST alumna Ioana Niculcea, Class of 2001 and a terrific supporter 

of the Washington ASSIST Chapter, took members of the Class of 

2009/10 for a tour of the Capitol. They are listed below in order of 

their appearance (left to right): 

Ji Yu (Jerry) Zhao, Landon School (China) 

Melina Kammerer, National Cathedral School (Germany) 

Fangyue (Diana) Bao, Maret School (China) 

Ioana Niculcea ô01, Mercersburg Academy (Romania) 

Theresa Schäfer, Episcopal High School (Germany) 

Miriam Mahmoud, WIS (Germany) 

Luca Bartek, St Timothy's School (Hungary) 

Ioana reports:  ñIt was a 

beautiful day. The Marine Corps Marathon did not affect us very much. Jerry's 

host father had a little trouble dropping him off due to the street closures, but 

everything else turned out fine. We started off by going to the National Air and 

Space.  Then, we grabbed a quick lunch, also at the Space Museum Cafe, and 

headed off to the National Gallery of Art, where we just had enough time to see 

the main recommended highlights in the West building, then to the White House. 

The students were all enthusiastic about the area and proposed we have another 

event this winter which would include: ice skating at the Sculpture Garden, visiting the Washington Monument, 

and possibly the Wax Museum.ò 

Honoring a Director & a Future Scholar 
THE PETER HURSH SCHOLARSHIP  

Peter Hurshôs unexpected death on June 24, 2009, left a hole in the hearts of his family, friends and his 

fellow ASSIST Directors. Peter made sure ASSISTôs compass was set to our mission, that our goals were 

clear and our outcomes measurable, and that we kept a keen eye on our financial sustainability. Peter 

believed in the spirit of ASSIST and in internationalism. At the base of all was his deep caring for others. 

He was our friend and colleague. 

In his honor, the ASSIST Board has initiated fundraising that is specifically designated to sponsor ASSIST 

Scholars in Peterôs name to attend the Brentwood School in California ï an opportunity that might not 

otherwise be financially attainable for the student. Brentwood has a special connection for Peterôs family ï 

his children, Hollon and Casey are graduates, and he and his wife, Robin, have been volunteer leaders ï 

and it is an ASSIST member school. If you would like to contribute to the Peter Hursh Fund, please be in 

touch with Meg Moulton, Vice President for Advancement, at meg@assist-inc.org. 

The ASSIST Board shared tributes to Peter at their recent October meeting. The tribute of one colleague, 

Andrew Wooden, is located at Tribute to Peter Hursh, as is a remembrance of Peter issued by The New 

York Times http://tinyurl.com/rememberingPeter. 

http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm/pk/content/pid/400841
http://www.assist-inc.org/assist/cms/091210_PHursh_AWooden.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/rememberingPeter
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ASSIST ALUMNI &  FRIENDS 
NEW YORK CITY &  WASHINGTON DC GATHERINGS  

New York City : On November 20, 33 alumni, 

friends, and Directors attended a reception at the 

Colony Club in New York. We have ASSIST 

Director Pamela Thye to thank for hosting the 

reception, and Claudia Hassbach ô88 for her 

extraordinary efforts in discovering ASSIST alumni 

in the area and sending welcoming invitations and 

warming reminders. Not a one of the alumni knew 

one another before the gathering. All left as friends 

looking forward to getting together again. Their 

appreciation of ASSIST was magnified by shared 

sentiments and experiences. 

 

 

 
Washington DC: The ASSIST Washington Chapter invited alumni, Directors and friends for dinner at the 

home of ASSIST Director Catherine Tinsley on December 2
nd

. Alumni studying and working in the area -- 

from as far away as Richmond! -- gathered to speak of the work of the DC Chapter and to renew their ties 

with one another and with ASSIST. ASSIST President Bob Stanley and Director of Alumni Relations 

Eleanore Boyse traveled to join the event. 

We encourage ASSIST alumni living in the U.S. to notify us of your address so that we may invite you to 

receptions we host throughout the country.   

 

ASSIST Germany 
GERMAN ALUMNI   

This fall, ASSIST work in Germany has centered on recruiting the Class of 2010/11.  Again this year, 

ASSIST alumni volunteered to work at area Youth Fairs.  These fairs provide a wonderful opportunity for 

ASSIST to engage with young people interested in international exchange programs.  In January, the 

ASSIST interview team will be in Düsseldorf and looks forward to meeting a large group of very talented 

students (as is true every year). 

We have made a concerted effort over the past year to connect with 

alumni.  If you have not received communication from either Res Nostra 

or ASSIST, please contact Eleanore Boyse (eboyse@assist-inc.org).  

Given the success of our various alumni events and the increasing 

benefits of networking, ASSIST is looking forward to continuing to 

compile a more complete alumni directory ï with your help.  Providing 

additional support in Germany will be a newly established Class Agent 

program that will facilitate keeping classmates in touch with one another 

and with the larger ASSIST community.  In addition to successful 

receptions in Dusseldorf (pictured to the left, a breakfast hosted by Dr. 

Leberling, Managing Director, Deutsche Bank, father of Alex and Stella, Dublin 

School, 1999 and 2001 respectively) and one in Frankfurt this fall, we will 

be planning ones for the New Year in Berlin, Munich and Hamburg.  

Donôt forget the Res Nostra Christmas Party on December 12
th
 in 

Düsseldorf (see Calendar following for contact details).  Annual 

elections will be held at that time.   

 

mailto:eboyse@assist-inc.org


4 
 

 

 

 

Bob Stanley, World Traveler 
AROUND THE WORLD IN 25 DAYS FOR ASSISTôS PRESIDENT 

 During the fall, I had the privilege of undertaking two 

international trips to represent ASSIST. The first led me to 

Johannesburg, South Africa, where VP for Advancement Meg 

Moulton and I confirmed our partnership with ISASA 

(Independent Schools Association of Southern Africa), visited 

potential sending schools, and spoke to donors regarding 

sponsoring needy South African students as ASSIST Scholars. 

We returned through Germany, where we worked with Director 

of Alumni Relations Eleanore Boyse, Country Coordinator 

Rosemarie Wegner, and volunteer leaders of the ASSIST 

Förderverein and Res Nostra to finalize our strategy and plans 

for 2009/10 as we kicked off the fundraising campaign. (Hanoi gathering above) 

During parts of October and November, I traveled to China (Beijing and Shanghai), Vietnam (Hanoi and 

Ho Chi Minh City), Australia (Melbourne and Sydney), and the Middle East (Tel Aviv, Amman, Ramallah 

and Jerusalem). The visits to China, Vietnam and Australia built on current ASSIST work, and in each city 

we strengthened partnerships with volunteer leaders and sending schools, interviewed prospective students, 

and enjoyed receptions and dinners with alumni ranging from the Class of ô86 to the Class of ô09. (Beijing 

gathering below to the left, Shanghai to the right) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The trip to the Middle East was ASSISTôs first, and it builds on our partnership with the Seeds of Peace 

Program. The students I interviewed were bright, articulate, proud of their cultures, and eager to share with 

peers, teachers and host families in America the unique challenges and historical significance of the Middle 

East. 

This travel continues our commitment to seeking the finest scholars from around the world, to continuing to 

nurture relationships in current countries, and to expanding to new countries and regions underrepresented 

in our member schoolsô student bodies. 

World Travel, Part II 
ASSIST TO VISIT 12 COUNTRIES IN JANUARY 2010 

ASSIST interview teams will crisscross Europe and Africa in January 2010 to interview finalists identified 

in each countryôs scholarship competition. Look for us in the following locales ï and be ready to join us for 

a reception to be held in each country. 

Austria   Bulgaria 

 Croatia   Spain 

 Czech Republic  Sweden 

 German   Moldova 

 Hungary   Slovakia 

 Lithuania   South Africa 
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Making History 
ASSIST HISTORY M AILED TO ALL ALUMNI  

If you have not received a copy of the ASSIST history by the end of 

January 2010, please contact ASSIST (Julie@assist-inc.org). It could be 

that we donôt have your correct mailing address. Our thanks to those who 

contributed to the writing, editing, printing, and distribution of this 

wonderful book.  

School Visits, Fall 2009 
LESSONS LEARNED, EXPERIENCES SHARED  

When Vice President for School and Family Relations Marty Milne joined ASSIST in June 2009, he knew 

that spending time on member school campuses would be an important part of his responsibilities. He 

probably did not envision that, by the end of November, he would have visited or orchestrated visits to 82 

prospective or current school campuses! 

A significant strategic aim of ASSIST is to nurture warm and attentive relationships with member schools, 

which are so generous in their support of our students in granting scholarships. In the current academic 

year, 77 member schools have committed $3.7 million in scholarships to ASSIST students. Visiting 

campuses allows us to ensure we are serving our schools well and that our Scholars are thriving and feeling 

supported. 

We are also focused on adding to our membership, and so to increasing the number of scholarships 

available. Marty reports that visits to many prospective schools have been warmly received, and we are 

confident of a strong membership for 2010/11. 

Gifts that Keep on Giving 
ANNUAL FUND GIVING OPPORTUNITY  

Philanthropic research documents the strong emotional connection needed between a cause or an 

experience and someoneôs willingness to contribute to its financial well-being. ASSIST has changed lives 

and has valued and measurable personal and professional impact on the lives of its Scholars over the past 

forty years. As we all know, high performing engines need high-octane fuel to operate. ASSIST needs the 

support of its friends and alumni as it meets its operating 

expenses, opens up new chapters, connects its alumni, 

serves its member schools and, most importantly, ensures 

that the ASSIST experience is available to students from 

around the world, regardless of financial need.  

However deeply you might reach into your pockets, we ask 

that you consider giving a gift that truly keeps on giving in 

the lives of our scholars (young and old). You could play a 

role in ómaking a dream come true,ô as a member of the 

Class of 2009/recently expressed with gratitude.  

Information about making a contribution is located on the ASSIST website (www.assist-inc.org). German 

citizens should note the tax benefits available with single gifts that benefit both ASSIST and the ASSST 

Förderverein. 

mailto:Julie@assist-inc.org
http://www.assist-inc.org/
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Mark your Calendar 
     ASSIST DATES TO REMEMBER  

 

2009 

December 12 Res Nostra Holiday Party (weihnachtsfeier@resnostra.de) 

 

2010 

January  Alumni Reception, London 

   ASSIST Interviews in Europe and South Africa 

February  Alumni Reception, San Francisco 

  

Class Notes 
Click on Class Year to navigate to full class notes (www.assist-inc.org/alumni).  We welcome your news, please send our 

way by using ASSIST@assist-inc.org  (subject line, Class Notes). 

 

Class of 2009/10 

Hayden Burch (Trinity Preparatory School Å Australia)  

Kristyna Cermakova  (White Mountain School  Å Czech Republic) 

Julia Ecker (Taft School Å Germany)  

Daniela Filip (Bishopôs School Å Moldova)  

Zsophia Hidas (Head Royce School Å Hungary)  

Nicu Istrate (Lancaster Country Day School Å Moldova) 

Shan Jiang (Episcopal School of Dallas Å China) 

Adel Ruza (Wayland Academ yÅ Hungary) 

Gaby Sabancevaite (Hockaday School Å Lithuania)  

Iliya Stoev (Christ School Å Bulgaria)  

Chen Wang (St.Albans School Å China)  

 

Class of 2008/09 

Georgi Klissurski  (Woodberry Forest School Å Bulgaria) 

Monika Milkovska (Wayland Academy Å Bulgaria) 

 

Class of 2001/02 

Ioana Niculcea (Mercersburg Academy Å Romania) See article on page 2 ñ2009/10 Scholars Meet in DC.ò 

Class of 1996/97 

Maximilian von Mangoldt  (St. Andrew's-Sewanee School Å Germany) 

 

Class of 1992/93 

Aukse Jurkute (Deerfield Academy Å Lithuania) 

 

Class of 1990/91 

Manuel Kast (Greenville School Å Germany) 

 

Class of 1987/88   

Dr. Patrick Schmitz-Morkramer  (St. Andrew's School Å Germany)  

 

Class of 1986/87 

Marc Babej (Milton Academy Å Germany)  

 

Class of 1984/85 

Christoph L. Gleske (Kimball Union Academy Å Germany)  

 

Class of 1976/77 

Rohit Manocha  (Groton School Å Germany)  

 

 

This newsletter will be published throughout the year.  

Articles and notes welcomed! 

Contact meg@assist-inc. 

mailto:weihnachtsfeier@resnostra.de
http://www.assist-inc.org/alumni
assist@assist-inc.org
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401505
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401508
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401511
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401540
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401529
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401513
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401532
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401515
http://www.assist-inc.org/index.cfm?pid=401535

